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A typical HTML form

You- Irst name: I

You- last néme: |

Clic< here ta sabm t form: ¥Yeah! I

< form method="POST" action="http: //host. com/cgi-bin/test.py">

<p>Your first name: <input type="text' name="firsthame">
<p>Your last name; <input type="text" name="lasthame">
<p>Click here to submit form: <input type="submit' value="Yeah!">

<input type="hidden" name="session" value="1f3a2">
< /formz=
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A typical CGI script

#!1/usr/local/bin/py thon
import cgi

def main():
print "Content-type: text/htmin"
form = cgi.FieldStorage() # parse query
if form.has_key("firsthame") and form["firsthame"].value != ""
print"<h1>Hello", form["firsthame"].value, "</h1 >"
else:
print"<h1=>Error! Please enter first name.</h1>"

main()

11121933 @ 1992 CNERIL, Guido van Rossum
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CGI script structure

¢ Check form fields

- use cgi.FieldStorage class to parse query
e takes care of decoding, handles GET and POST

¢ "foo=ab+cd%21efRbar=spam" -->
{'foo". 'ab cdlef, 'bar': 'spam'} # (well, actually, ...)

e Perform action
- this is up to youl!
- database interfaces available
e Generate HTTP + HTML output
- print statements are simplest
- template solutions available
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